


February 28, 2011
To: 	Honorable Darrell Steinberg, State Senate President Pro Tempore
Honorable John a Pérez, Speaker of the State Assembly
Honorable Mark Leno, Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee
Attn: Ms. Keely Bosner, Staff Director
Honorable Bob Blumenfield, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
Attn: Mr. Christian Griffith, Chief Consultant
From: 	Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) Community Stakeholders
Re: 	Budget Conference Committee Must Not Decide MHSA Policy
Dear Legislative Leaders,	
On Friday, February 25th, the Senate and Assembly Joint Budget Conference Committee approved a modified version of the California Department of Finance (DOF) proposal to streamline state oversight of the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA). The resulting compromise legislation retains DOF’s elimination of state review and approval of county MHSA plans; please revisit this decision. 
As grassroots statewide organizations that represent mental health clients, family members, parents and caregivers, unserved and underserved communities and other MHSA community stakeholders, we believe that the quality of mental health services provided under the MHSA can only be preserved through front-end involvement from a statewide entity. 
The Network, NAMI, UACF and REMHDCO are very appreciative that the Conference Committee protected our state MHSA contract funding. But in their haste to cut administrative waste and balance the state budget, the DOF and Legislative Budget Committees have not yet taken the time to allow policy development to ensure oversight and accountability in the implementation of the MHSA. 
Policy changes of this magnitude should follow a more thorough process. Ordinarily, major proposed policy changes are addressed through the relevant legislative policy committees. Slowing the process down will permit the legislature and stakeholders to more carefully consider  all  ramifications of the proposed changes. 
The DOF proposal states that the MHSA can be amended via a two-thirds Legislative vote, based on the Governor’s assertion that the proposal furthers the intent at the local level. However, while the proposed amendments would increase funding to counties, we contend that its elimination of state review and approval authority contravenes the Act’s stated intent to “ensure that all funds are expended in the most cost effective manner and services are provided in accordance with recommended best practices subject to local and state oversight to ensure accountability to taxpayers and to the public.”
Although we are pleased that the Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission (MHSOAC) will continue to be funded for MHSA evaluation and outcomes responsibilities, it is unclear how local MHSA community planning processes and the plans themselves will be held accountable to a statewide standard of client, family and community stakeholder involvement and adherence to the principles of the Act under the terms of the compromise. 
We ask that before the compromise bill is given its final floor vote for approval, that the elimination of state review and approval of MHSA plans be omitted, and that more time be allowed for policy committees to research alternative options and develop a feasible plan. Community stakeholders would like to work together with Senate and Assembly leadership to ensure that the changes are fully consistent with the MHSA’s intent and that state oversight and accountability are preserved.
Sincerely,
Sharon Kuehn, MHRE, Executive Director, California Network of Mental Health Clients 
Hannah Cohen, Chair, Public Policy Committee, Mental Health Association in California 
Jessica Cruz, MPA, Interim Executive Director, National Alliance on Mental Illness - California 
Stacie Hiramoto, MSW, Program Director, Racial and Ethnic Mental Health Disparities Coalition
Oscar Wright, PhD, Chief Executive Officer, United Advocates for Children and Families
Cc: 	Honorable Lou Correa, Commissioner, Mental Health Services Oversight and 
Accountability Commission
	Honorable Mary Hayashi, Commissioner, MHSOAC
	Honorable Mark DeSaulnier, Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee 
No. 3 on Health and Human Services
Honorable Holly J. Mitchell, Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 1 on Health and Human Services
Honorable Ed Hernandez, Chair, Senate Committee on Health
Honorable William W. Monning, Chair, Assembly Committee on Health
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