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Recent changes to state law require Local Eq:ﬁ]f{;ﬁtion Agenﬁc,_:‘ies (LEAS) t‘diﬁiﬁr:ovide
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necessary related services for special educat;;g;q@udentg%\;s LEAs assume
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responsibilities for ensuring that eligible studeh‘tﬁéﬁgﬁgge_jyfé;’gequired services, several
questions have arisen concerning employing or céﬁjw‘c‘;ﬁhg with mental health
professionals to deliver those servigesfiiThis notice ﬁr'cgyid}es guidance on options for
LEAs to secure the services of individuals'q alified to pre i?iQe specific related services

called for in students’ Individualized Edlhgat;o """""" @msﬁ‘éﬂzﬁeﬂinformation provided has

been reviewed by both the California De artme ,jpﬁgggfgati%ﬁ’(CDE) and the California
Commission on Teacher] wuécfeh‘t\!alrpg(@ E g%@iEnsureitﬁét it reflects both agencies'’
interpretation of appli ‘ tellaw.
l. For LEAs direé‘tlyﬁie,mploying‘ﬂgiental heé{;h\professionals to provide related
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sionals, such as clinical psychologists and Marriage and

' mplo‘\_,{qéd\to provide services that are not authorized by
ication‘issued by the CTC, and instead are generally licensed

by otheristate agencies. In'such cases, these individuals would not be identified as
cenificateé!'?gtaﬁ and would not be included in assignment monitoring conducted by
county officeslof educatiofiiand the CTC. However, LEAs must ensure that such

employees pd§§é§§ regu‘i‘fﬁet’j licensure or training as established in state law and must

itials or other certj]

ity

be appropriately‘éﬂ;e sed. Individuals possessing an Administrative Services
Credential are autﬁb@zéd to supervise and evaluate these personnel. Given the
specialized nature of the work of mental health professionals, an administrator who has
a background in providing related services, such as a person dually-certified in Pupil
Personnel Services and Administrative Services, may be particularly well-suited to
supervise these personnel, but any holder of an Administrative Services Credential is
authorized to supervise mental health professionals employed by an LEA.

In addition, Education Code section 44270.2 allows the holder of a pupil personnel
services credential to supervise a pupil personnel service program.
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The services credential with a specialization in administrative services shall authorize
the holder to perform administrative servfces at all grade levels.

Any person who administers a pupil personnel program shall hold a services credential
with a pupil personnel or administrative specialization.

For individuals employed to provide services that require cemﬂcatlon authorized by a
credential issued by CTC, those individuals must hold a valid Ga}jj;forma credential with
an appropriate authorlzahon for the services provided or bedtherwise authorized to

provnde related services

Supervision - ™~
Community-based mental health professmnals Are broa __‘f"deflned as any individuals
licensed and assigned to provide mental health' se iCES w"
employed by a private agency, or employed by a pu
health agency. In all cases, communlty' ‘_ased mentalfhéalth professmnals must be
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supervised in their school-based aCtIVI e

the PPS credential holder.has. over3|gh ‘of the 's‘i b’ ased act:vrtles undertaken by a
community-based men;af i y fors the’purpos’e of ensuring that these services
served and are coordinated with other student
ient and comprehensive Pupil Personnel
Services Program. for, comqumty based service providers to be
supervised by a PPS* e 3 5 Stabl,lshed in Section 80049.1(c) of Title 5,
Caln‘orma @odero .Reguia g ns whlch“state i 4

services to allow for

prowders including volunteers, individuals
Iated mtemshrp programs, and state licensed

isto assist in providing pupil personnel services,

] cfuals and agenc:es are supervised in the:r school-

Nonpublic Agency Certification

Any community-based mental health agency or individual not working directly for an
LEA, another public agency, or an affiliate of a state or local agency as described in
Education Code Section 56035, must also be certified by the CDE as a Nonpublic
School (NPS) or Nonpublic Agency (NPA) pursuant to Section 3051 of Title 5, California
Code of Regulations. For information on how to be certified as an NPS or NPA please
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contact the CDE’s Interagency Nonpublic Schools and Agencies Unit, Special
Education Division, by phone at (916) 327-0141, or by e-mail at NPSA@cde.ca.gov.

If you have any questions about this subject, please contact Jim Alford, Education
Programs Consultant, Special Education Division by phone at (916) 327-8877, or by e-
mail at jalford@cde.ca.qov.

Sincerely,

Fred Balcom, Director
Special Education Division
California Department of Education






