
DRAFT LETTER TO DOOLEY

On behalf of the undersigned organizations we would like to acknowledge you and DHCS as well as the Dept of Mental Health in your ongoing efforts to gather input from the mental health community during this transition period.

The MHSA Partners is an informal group that meets monthly to share information and discuss emerging policy issues, and includes organizations representing client, family and parent advocates, providers, state and government agencies, as well as advocacy groups representing racial/ethnic communities and ages across the lifespan.  

A current issue of concern involves the engagement of all our constituent groups in the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) planning process at both the State and local levels.  Effective stakeholder engagement is a fundamental element of the MHSA.  It is of central importance to community stakeholders, and was identified by the AB 100 workgroup as a key priority.  With the many transitions occurring, we hope to ensure that this value permeates all levels of the mental health system, and would like to offer our support and interest in engaging in a dialogue regarding the local planning process and stakeholder engagement.  Our long term goal is to work with you to create regulations that establish minimum expectations for counties regarding the stakeholder engagement and planning process.  

In order to receive MHSA funding, each county in California is required to have a robust community planning process to ensure that local stakeholder input helps to shape county plans.  AB 100 eliminated State review of county plans, and we feel that it is appropriate to re-visit the subject of the local planning process.  

A minimum standard would ensure effective local stakeholder engagement that reflects each county’s values and needs, while creating flexibility for counties to maximize their staff time and expenditures.  Many advocacy groups feel strongly that including a balanced and minimum standard in regulations would provide the foundation for effective and efficient program implementation.  To guarantee that any regulations written will meet community standards as well as county needs for flexibility, we hope to engage in a dialogue with you and other interested parties.  

The MHSA Partners are in the process of convening a meeting on February 29th with key informants to examine current stakeholder engagement processes and develop recommendations for future county planning and/or state regulations.  Our hope is that this meeting will complement any efforts being made by the State, and inform future conversations and policy development.  

We would be happy to provide you with additional information on this meeting as it becomes available.

